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2021 Kids Count in MI Data Book

● Mostly state data
● Over 50 indicators
● New sections!
● Quotes from youth 

and young adults
● Most recent year 

data
○ Pre-COVID
○ Impact of COVID



Economic Security



MI 15th in income inequality



Earned Income Tax Credit

Source: Michigan Department of Treasury, 2019  





Continued decline in teen births

Source: Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Division for Vital Records and Health Statistics, 2019



A million and 
a half 

Michigan 
households 
can’t afford 
the basics 

Most jobs don’t pay enough
● 58% of Michigan jobs pay less than 

$20/hour 

The cost of household necessities 
increased in last decade at an average 
annual rate of 3.4%
● the official national inflation rate was 

just 1.8%

To make ends meet, a family of four is 
estimated to need to earn $32.06/hour

38% MI households in poverty and ALICE



Poverty only tells part of the story

Source: U. S. Census Bureau and Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE), U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 5-Year Estimates, United for Alice, 2019

Kent County Median 
Household Income:

$66,500

Michigan Median 
Household Income:

$59,522



Infant care in licenced centers 
unaffordable for many



Childcare options remain costly

Source:  Early Childhood Investment Corporation, 2020

Kent County Average 
Cost of Full Time 

Childcare per Month

$663

Michigan Average Cost 
of Full Time Childcare 

per Month

$632



Subsidy participation doesn’t 
match need based on FPLs

Source: Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Assistance Payments Statistics--Table 67; Table 68; Table 69 2020



WIC enrollment below MI average

Source:  Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services, Michigan WIC Program 2019



Less than half of 3- and 4-year olds 
are in preschool

Source: American Community Survey Table B14003 



Education 



Higher needs districts get fewer 
resources

Michigan provides less funding to its highest-poverty districts than 
to its lowest-poverty districts.

Michigan shifted a total of $4.5 billion intended for K-12 public 
schools to universities and community colleges to help balance the 

state budget from 2010-2019



ELA proficiency above MI average

Source: Michigan Department of Education, Center for Educational 
Performance and Information  



Academic testing was canceled for the 2019-2020 school year, but was not waived for the 
2020-2021 school year.

Academic testing & 3rd grade 
reading





Health & Safety 





Nearly one in three births receive 
less than adequate care

Source: Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Division for Vital Records and Health Statistics, 2019



Infant mortality below state average

Source: Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Division for Vital Records and Health Statistics, 2019





CAN investigations declined in 2020

Source: Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Children's Protective Services, 2020



Confirmed victim rate also declined

Source: Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Children's Protective Services, 2020



Kent County out-of-home care 
below state average

Source: Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, Children's Protective Services, 2020



Many more 
findings, 

policy 
recommendat

ions and 
recent policy 
wins in Data 

Book

https://mlpp.org/kids-count/2021databook/
https://mlpp.org/kids-count/2021databook/


Data profiles 
for 83 

counties, 4 
regions, 2 
cities with 

trend & most 
recent year 

data
Webinar overviewing more 2021 

findings available online

https://mlpp.org/kids-count-resources-for-advocates/

